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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
The transcript released by the Office of the 

Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
Secretary-designate Spellings. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Japan-United States Social 
Security Agreement 
November 17, 2004 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the So-

cial Security Act, as amended by the Social 
Security Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 
95–216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit 
herewith the Agreement between the 
United States of America and Japan on So-
cial Security, which consists of two separate 
instruments: a principal agreement and an 
administrative arrangement. The Agree-
ment was signed at Washington on Feb-
ruary 19, 2004. 

The United States-Japan Agreement is 
similar in objective to the social security 
agreements already in force with Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 
Korea, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Nor-
way, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and the United Kingdom. Such bilateral 
agreements provide for limited coordination 
between the United States and foreign so-
cial security systems to eliminate dual social 
security coverage and taxation, and to help 
prevent the lost benefit protection that can 
occur when workers divide their careers be-
tween two countries. The United States- 
Japan Agreement contains all provisions 
mandated by section 233 and other provi-

sions which I deem appropriate to carry 
out the purposes of section 233, pursuant 
to section 233(c)(4). 

I also transmit for the information of the 
Congress a report prepared by the Social 
Security Administration explaining the key 
points of the Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the pro-
visions of the principal agreement and the 
related administrative arrangement. An-
nexed to this report is the report required 
by section 233(e)(1) of the Social Security 
Act, a report on the effect of the Agree-
ment on income and expenditures of the 
United States Social Security program and 
the number of individuals affected by the 
Agreement.

The Department of State and the Social 
Security Administration have recommended 
the Agreement and related documents to 
me.

I commend to the Congress the United 
States-Japan Social Security Agreement and 
related documents. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
November 17, 2004. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the Squirrel River in 
Alaska
November 17, 2004 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the enclosed study, 

findings, and report for the Squirrel River 
in Alaska. The report and my recommenda-
tions are submitted pursuant to my author-
ity under Article II, section 3, of the Con-
stitution of the United States, and con-
sistent with section 5(a) of the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers (WSR) Act, Public Law 90– 
542, as amended. The Squirrel River suit-
ability study was authorized by Public Law 
96–487 (Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act). 

The study conducted by the Bureau of 
Land Management determined that all 100 
miles of the river are nonsuitable for inclu-

sion in the National WSR System. Con-
sistent with the study, I recommend that 
the Congress take no action to designate 
the river. The withdrawal provided by sec-
tion 5(a) of the WSR Act would expire 
within 3 years of the date of this message 
(unless other action is taken by the Con-
gress). Approximately 81,501 acres of State- 
selected lands would be opened to mineral 
entry although mineral potential has been 
assessed as very low and there are no past 
or active mining claims. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
November 17, 2004. 

Remarks at the Dedication of the William J. Clinton Presidential Center 
and Park in Little Rock, Arkansas 
November 18, 2004 

President Clinton, Senator Clinton, Presi-
dent Carter and Mrs. Carter, President 
Bush and Mother—[laughter]—Governor
and Mrs. Huckabee, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: Laura and I are real-
ly pleased to be a part of this happy and 
historic occasion. On this day of dedication, 
we honor the man from Hope, Arkansas, 
who became the 42d President of the 
United States. Mr. President, congratula-
tions.

This Presidential library chronicles a 
vivid era in American history for the benefit 
of future generations. It will contribute to 
the vitality of this fine city and to the great 
State of Arkansas. The collections here 
record the dedication and hard work of 
thousands who brought talent and idealism 
to public service. And at the center of that 
era, at the head of that administration was 

an able and energetic American. President 
Bill Clinton led our country with optimism 
and a great affection for the American peo-
ple, and that affection has been returned. 
He gave all to his job, and the Nation gave 
him two terms. 

In the early 1990s, the American people 
saw a young, well-spoken, relatively un-
known Governor rise to national promi-
nence. Yet for decades here in Arkansas, 
the signs of destiny were clear. When 
young William entered a new school in the 
fourth grade, a classmate recalls, ‘‘He didn’t 
mean to, but he just took the place over.’’ 
[Laughter] When Governor Clinton de-
clared his candidacy for President in this 
city, his close friends were not surprised 
in the least. They’d always known that Bill 
Clinton’s moment in history would come. 
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